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PLACE:

JERUSALEM
Written During the Building Written after the Temple
of the Temple Was Completed
520-518BC circa 480-470BC

Zechariah 13:1 "In that day a fountain will be opened for the house of David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin
and for impurity

= In that day: Zec 12:3,8,11

= a fountain will be opened Job 9:30,31 Ps 51:2,7 Isa 1:16-18 Eze 36:25 Joh 1:29 19:34,35 1Co 6:11 Eph 5:25-27 Tit 3:5-7
Heb 9:13,14 1Jn 1:7 5:6 1Pe 1:19 Rev 1:5,6 7:13,14

= for the house of David: Zec 12:7,10

= for sin and for impurity, Lev 15:2-33 Nu 19:9-22 Eze 36:17,29

GOD PROVIDES A FOUNTAIN
FOR CLEANSING

In that day - First note from the chart summaries of Zechariah above that we are in the predictive prophecy section and chapters
12-14 form a unit which summarize the future history of the nation of Israel in the last days, referred to repeatedly by the phrase in
that day. In fact many scholars connect Zechariah 13:1 as directly related to the events in Zechariah 12 (remembering that the
chapter breaks were not infallibly inspired but were arranged by fallible men.) This phrase is a key word (phrase) in Zechariah 12-14
occurring 3x in 3v in Zechariah 13 and 17x in 16v in Zechariah 12-14. This phrase is part of the time period referred to as the Day of
the Lord, and in Zechariah 12-14 specifically refers to that time of the Day of the Lord which is known as theGreat
Tribulation (Begins - Mt 24:15-note, named - Mt 24:21-note), the Time of Jacob's Distress (Jeremiah 30:7-note) or "a time of
distress" (Da 12:1-note). This period of the Day of the Lord corresponds to the last 3.5 years of Daniel's Seventieth Week during
which time the Campaign of Armageddon will be waged and be brought to an abrupt termination when the King o kings returns
(Rev 19:11-16-note) and defeats all of His and Israel's enemies (Rev 19:17-21-note). Daniel depicts this final destruction of the
Gentile nations by Messiah as a Stone (Messiah) that returns to crush Nebuchadnezzar's statue which symbolizes all of the anti-
God, anti-Christ nations of the world. After crushing the Gentile kingdoms Messiah establishes His Millennial Kingdom (Da 2:34-
35-note, Da 2:44-45-note).

Eugene Merrill - The lamentation of repentance that results when Judah sees the one whom they have pierced by their apostate
disobedience will in turn result in their forgiveness, an act described in the present unit as a purification or cleansing. As is always
the case with genuine conversion there are both negative and positive aspects. The positive consists of the restoration to fellowship
that takes place when sin has been forgiven (Zech 13:1). The negative involves the removal of those habits and attitudes that
occasioned the interruption of fellowship between God and His people in the first place (Zech 13:2-6). (An Exegetical Commentary -

Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi).
Here are the uses of In that day in Zechariah 12-14:

Zech. 12:3; Zech. 12:4; Zech. 12:6; Zech. 12:8; Zech. 12:9; Zech. 12:11; Zech. 13:1; Zech. 13:2; Zech. 13:4;
Zech. 14:4; Zech. 14:6; Zech. 14:8; Zech. 14:9; Zech. 14:13; Zech. 14:20; Zech. 14:21

Zechariah means "God remembers" and here the prophet records in essence that God remembers His covenant with Abraham, the
fountain depicting the extension of the Abrahamic Covenant in the New Covenant in Messiah's blood....

“Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant which | made with their fathers in the day | took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke (OLD COVENANT OF LAW),
although | was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 33 “But this is the covenant which | will make with the
house of Israel after those days (THIS HAS NOT BEEN FULFILLED TO ISRAEL YET BUT WILL BE WHEN
THE DELIVERER COMES - SEE Ro 11:26-27-note),” declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and on
their heart | will write it; and | will be their God, and they shall be My people (THIS IS A REFLECTION OF THE
FOUNTAIN THAT WAS OPENED "IN EMMANUELS VEINS"). 34 “They will not teach again, each man his
neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them
to the greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for | will forgive their iniquity, and their sin | will remember
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no more.” (Jer 31:31-34-commentary) (See Covenant: Relationship of the Abrahamic, Old and New
Covenants)

Spurgeon remarks "How much God can crowd into a singleday!" (Ed: Of course this "Day" of the Lord is not just a single day but
an extended period, but it is still a true statement that our omnipotent God can fill single day like no other. Are you allowing Him to fill
your day to the brim with His Word and His Spirit?).

Ebenezer Henderson writes that This verse is intimately connected with the subject of the concluding verses of the preceding
chapter. It is designed to relieve the anxious and troubled minds of the penitents there described." (Zechariah 13 about which
Charles Feinberg writes "One of the finest commentaries on the Minor Prophets, making splendid use of the cognate Semitic
languages.")

Warren Wiersbe - Isaiah had admonished the nation, “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; put away the evil of your doings
from before My eyes” (Isa. 1:16NKJV), but they refused to listen. Jeremiah had pleaded with his people, “O Jerusalem, wash your
heart from wickedness, that you may be saved” (Jer. 4:14NKJV), but they wouldn’t obey. But now, in response to Israel’s repentance
and faith, the Lord will wash them clean! (Be Heroic)

A fountain will be opened - This verse is the basis for William Cowper's beloved hymnThere Is A Fountain Filled with Blood
(see lyrics below). Clearly this fountain that is opened is a figurative fountain, for the effect of this fountain is to cleanse from sin
and impurity. No amount of external washing cleansessin and impurity in our heart contrary to the false teaching that insists
water baptism is necessary for cleansing and forgiveness (see note)! The Spirit of God had been poured out in Zechariah
12:10-note, opening their eyes to look upon their Messiah with faith and repentance and here we see that for opened eyes the Lord
would provide an opened fountain, "For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen."
(Ro 11:36-note)

Zechariah 13:1 is in effect a reversal of Israel's rejection of Jehovah's recorded so poignantly by the prophet Jeremiah...

“For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me,The fountain of living waters (cf Zech
14:8-note), To hew for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns That can hold no water.

Matthew Henry - In that day, when the Spirit of grace is poured out to set them a mourning for their sins, they shall not mourn as
those who have no hope, but they shall have their sins pardoned, and the comfort of their pardon in their bosoms. Their consciences
shall be purified and pacified by the blood of Christ, which cleanses from all sin,1 John 1:7-note. For Christ is exalted to give both
repentance and remission of sins and where he gives the one no doubt he gives the other. This fountain opened is the pierced side
of Jesus Christ, spoken of just before (Zechariah 12:10-note), for thence came there out blood and water, and both for cleansing (cf
John 19:34). And those who look upon Christ pierced, and mourn for their sins that pierced him, and are therefore in bitterness for
him, may look again upon Christ pierced and rejoice in him, because it pleased the Lord thus to smite this rock, that it might be to us
a fountain of living waters. (cf Ex 17:6 "Behold, | will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb; and you shallstrike the rock, [cf
Deut. 32:15] and water will come out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel." cf 1 Cor
10:4 "all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ:)

Talbot W Chambers - A fountain is shut up as long as it remains under ground, or is sealed from access (Song 4:12); it is opened
when it breaks forth and flows freely. (Lange's Commentary)

POSB - Note that the death and resurrection of Christ had already opened the door to salvation, but Israel had refused to enter in. In
the Day of the LORD, though, the fountain of God’s Spirit will open and gush forth like a raging river, and Israel will at last accept her
true Savior.

Some writers see the symbol of the fountain as much like anartesian well that continually gushes forth providing spiritual cleansing,
in this context for the third of Israel who will look on Messiah, mourn, repent and be saved by grace through faith (Zech 12:10-
14-note).

Fountain (04726)(maqor from qur = to bore, dig) means a fountain. The first use in Lev 12:7 refers to the "flow" of menses which
made a woman ritually unclean in the OT (cf Lev 20:18 of a man who becomes unclean). Magor is a literal fountain in Hos 13:15.
Most of the uses of maqor are figurative where fountain means a source of something as in the following uses. The phrase
"fountain of life" is frequent (Ps 36:9 = God Himself is the source of life), "fountain of life" (Ps 68:26 =the Lord is pictured as the
fountain or life of Israel, a fountain they rejected = Jer 2:13), "your fountain" is a comparison with a man's wife and speaks of the
sexual pleasure that must be fulfilled at home (Pr 5:18), "fountain of life" (Pr 10:11 = What the righteous say is beneficial to life or
life-giving. Their words are life-giving but the words of the wicked are violent.), "a fountain of life" (Pr 13:14 = the teaching of the wise
is life-giving), "the fear of the LORD is a fountain of life" (life giving) (Pr 14:27), "understanding is a fountain of life" (Pr 16:22 = like a
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fountain this wisdom will be a constant provision for living in this world), "fountain of wisdom" (Pr 18:4 = wisdom is a continuous
source of refreshing and beneficial ideas), God calls Himself the "fountain of life" which His people had forsaken (Jer 2:13),
Jeremiah refers to his eyes as "a fountain of tears," (Jer 9:1). Boice adds that "The idea of God being a fountain to His people is
found frequently in the Old Testament, but Zechariah’s treatment is possibly the richest of all.”

George Klein writes that maqor "describes a source of water that flows unaided by human hands, more like an artesian well (Hos
13:15) than a fountain. From the beginnings of creation, rivers flowed from Eden, watering the garden. Flowing waters often
symbolize the manifold blessings that the Lord showered on all of his creation. The first occasion when God opened a fountain to
cleanse sin is in Gen 7:11, although this passage differs linguistically as well as in the judgmental overtones of the passage. Various
passages in the Torah mandate washing with water to accompany repentance and sacrifice for cleansing from impurity. Numbers
31:23 states, “And anything else that can withstand fire must be put through the fire, and then it will be clean. But it must also be
purified with the water of cleansing. And whatever cannot withstand fire must be put through the water” (cf. Nu 8:7; 19:9-21). Later,
Ezek 47:1—12 develops the theme of life-giving waters, describing a river flowing from the eschatological temple. Ezekiel’s river gives
life to all, including the fruit trees whose “fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing” (Ezek 47:12b). Ezekiel’s river envisions
a time when God will restore the creation to its former pristine state, including the removal of the sin and concomitant impurity that
stains every person." (New American Commentary - excellent resource on Zechariah)

Magqor - 18x in 17v - flow(3), fountain(14), well(1).

Lev. 12:7; Lev. 20:18; Ps. 36:9; Ps. 68:26; Prov. 5:18; Prov. 10:11; Prov. 13:14; Prov. 14:27; Prov. 16:22; Prov.
18:4; Prov. 25:26; Jer. 2:13; Jer. 9:1; Jer. 17:13; Jer. 51:36; Hos. 13:15; Zech. 13:1

House of David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem - Notice another link with the previous pericope - the house of David and
inhabitants of Jerusalem, for they are the two entities singled out in Zech 12:10note, the very ones upon whom Jehovah will pour
out the spirit of grace and supplication. This refers specifically to those descendants from King David's line, which suggests that the
Jews may know to which tribe they belong, but in any event God knows which Jews belong to the house of David. Inhabitants of
Jerusalem includes the rest of the Jews, so that this combination speaks of the complete cleansing (royalty and laity) available from
this supernatural fountain which as William Cowper puts it is "a fountain fill'd with blood drawn from Emmanuel's veins, and sinners,
plunged beneath that flood, lose all their guilty stains."

Eugene Merrill on house of David...inhabitants of Jerusalem - He writes that these two groups "are only representative of the
whole redeemed people as Zechariah 12:12—14-note puts beyond doubt. What is important to note here is that the cleansing
fountain of 13:1 is presupposed by the divine initiative of grace in Zechariah 12:10-note. It is only when the people of YHWH face up
to Him as the one whom they have wounded and then repent sincerely of their wickedness that the fountain of cleansing is opened
up to them. This is not in any way contrary to the Christian gospel message (Ro 10:9—10-note; cf. Titus 3:5-note). (Exegetical

Commentary)

Charles Feinberg - There exists the closest possible connection between Zechariah 13 and the previous one. Zechariah continues
the theme of Israel’s conversion to the Lord. In the day of Israel’s glad salvation and restoration to the Lord, a fountain will be
opened to all the people for sin and uncleanness. The figure of the fountain is eminently in place here, for it is ever flowing, not like
the laver of the tabernacle and Temple that needed to be filled repeatedly. The cleansing fountain was opened long ago at Calvary
potentially, now actually for them. Cowper’s well-known hymn, “There is a fountain filled with blood,” had this verse for its basis.
Israel now enters into the provision of God at Calvary. (See passages that follow this note) Ro 11:26-27; also Is 33:24; 59:20-21;
65:19; and Eze 36:25; 39:29.) The provision of God will avail for both sin and uncleanness. Zechariah has in mind moral not
ceremonial uncleanness. Justification is here and sanctification as well. Judicial guilt and moral impurity will be removed at the same
time. All ranks and classes in the nation will have this blessed provision. The terms for sin and uncleanness have been used with
special reference to idolatry (though the second term has a specific reference to the periodic illness of women), thus forming a
transition to the truth stated in the next verse of Zech 13. (Cp. 1 Ki 12:30; Eze 7:19-20.) The cleansing is followed by the abolition of
idolatry. Idols, false prophets, and the unclean spirit will all be done away with. To cut off the names of the idols out of the land, so
that their names will no more be remembered, is to destroy their authority, power, and influence upon Israel. God’s people will cease
to acknowledge them. The worship of God will be fully purified and cleansed. God had forbidden long since even the mention of the
names of idols. (Cp. Ex 23:13; Dt 13:3; and Ps 16:4.) (The Minor Prophets)

John MacArthur adds that "the storm that broke upon Israel for the crime of Calvary and has raged with unmitigated fury for long,
tragic centuries, will suddenly end and salvation will turn sin into righteousness in the gladness and glory of the kingdom of Messiah
Jesus." (MacArthur Study Bible)

Multiple passages in both the Old and New Testament parallel this prediction of a fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel's
veins for the nation of Israel...
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Romans 11:26-29- and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “THE DELIVERER (MESSIAH, KING OF
KINGS, THE STONE) WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.” 27
“THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN | TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS.” (See Jeremiah 31:31-
34-commentary on the New Covenant) 28 From the standpoint of the Gospel they are enemies for your sake,
but from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; 29 for the gifts and the
calling of God are irrevocable.

For more in discussion of this important passage see the following resources:

« Romans 11:26-29 In Depth Comments
= Romans 11:25-36 The Salvation of Israel - Tony Garland

= Romans 11 Does God Have a Future for Israel? by Gil Rugh- 46 page booklet
= The Jewish Problem - small book by Jewish believer David Baron (written in 1891 -interesting!)

Isaiah 12:2-3 Behold, God is my salvation, | will trust and not be afraid; For the LORD GOD is my strength and
song, And He has become my salvation.” 3 Therefore you will joyously draw water From the springs of
salvation.

Constable - Water is a rich symbol of salvation, especially to a people who lived in a land as dry as
Palestine. God had provided salvation in the form of water for the Israelites during their wilderness march
(Exod. 15:27; 17:1-7). Now the future Israelites anticipate securing His salvation and sharing it with
others, specifically the Gentiles (cf. Ps. 116:13). This verse became a common saying among the Jews
and led to a water-drawing ceremony (cf. John 4:15; 7:37-38). Water represents everything necessary for
supporting life. (Expository Notes)

ESV Study Bible - Endless supplies of salvation, richly enjoyed (cf. Ps 36:8; 63:1; 65:9; 107:35; 143:6;
Isa. 8:6; 32:2; 35:6—7; 44:3; 55:1; Jer. 2:13; John 4:13-14; 7:37-39; Rev. 7:17; 21:6; 22:17)

MacArthur - Isaiah’s readers doubtless thought of how God satisfied the physical thirst of their ancestors
in the Wilderness of Sin (Ex 17:1-7). The same provision will apply for their descendants when the
Messiah comes to deliver the nation (41:17, 18; cf. 30:25; 35:6, 7; 43:19; Ps 107:35). The NT amplifies
this provision to include the supply of spiritual water for the thirsty soul (Jn 4:10, 14; 7:37; Rev 7:16, 17;
21:6; 22:17). (Study Bible)

Isaiah 33:24 And no resident will say, “I am sick”; The people who dwell there JERUSALEM IN MESSIAH'S
MILLENNIAL KINGDOM-cf Isa 33:20) will be forgiven (Lxx =aphiemi) their iniquity.

Isaiah 59:20-21 “A Redeemer (THE KINSMAN-REDEEMER OR GOEL, THE MESSIAH, THE SUFFERING
SERVANT) will come to Zion, And to those who turn from transgression in Jacob (FOR THE BELIEVING
REMNANT, ONE-THIRD OF THE NATION - Zech 13:8-9-note),” declares the LORD. 21 “As for Me, this is My
covenant with them,” says the LORD (See New Covenant in the Old Testament): “My Spirit which is upon you,
and My words which | have put in your mouth shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the mouth of your
offspring, nor from the mouth of your offspring’s offspring,” says the LORD, “from now and forever.” (AN
EVERLASTING COVENANT - THE SPIRIT ABIDING ON HIS REMNANT FOREVER.)

Isaiah 65:19 “I will (GOD IS SPEAKING) also rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in My people; and there will no
longer be heard in her The voice of weeping and the sound of crying (IN THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM).

Ezekiel 36:25-32-note “Then (WHEN? SEE Ezek 36:24) | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be
clean; | will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols (PARALLELS Zech 13:1). 26
“Moreover, | will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and | will remove the heart of stone from
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 “I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes,
and you will be careful to observe My ordinances (See New Covenant in the Old Testament). 28 “You will live
in the land that | gave to your forefathers; so you will be My people, and | will be your God. 29 “Moreover, | will
save you from all your uncleanness (PARALLELS Zech 13:1); and | will call for the grain and multiply it,
and | will not bring a famine on you. 30 “I will multiply the fruit of the tree and the produce of the field, so that
you will not receive again the disgrace of famine among the nations. 31 “Then you will remember your evil
ways and your deeds that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities
and your abominations (DESCRIBED IN Zechariah 12:10-note). 32 “I am not doing this for your sake,” declares
the Lord GOD, “let it be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your ways, O house of Israel!”

Ezekiel 39:29-note “I will not hide My face from them any longer, forl will have poured out My Spirit on the
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house of Israel,” declares the Lord GOD.

Criswell - Zechariah speaks symbolically of a never-ending "source of water" for spiritual cleansing and thus for eternal life (cf. John
4:14; 7:38; Rev. 21:6). That the rejection of the Messiah could result in the gracious provision for salvation is a mystery, but its
universal application to the church should not blind us to its original context as a promise to Israel (Ro 11:11, 12, 15, 18, 21, 23, 24,
26). (Believer's Study Bible)

F Duane Lindsey - At the Second Advent of Christ, the fountain will be opened experientially for the Jewish nation. (BKC)
Pusey - “The fountain shall be not simply opened, but shall remain open.”

Spurgeon adds that "According to the verse before us this provision is inexhaustible. There is a fountain opened; not a cistern nor a
reservoir, but a fountain. A fountain continues still to bubble up, and is as full after fifty years as at the first; and even so the provision
and the mercy of God for the forgiveness and the justification of our souls continually flows and overflows....The means by which sin
and sinfulness can be put away are at this moment accessible to the sons of men. The atonement is not a fountain hid and
concealed, and closed and barred and bolted, it is a fountain open.”

A continually open fountain reminds us of John's teaching that "if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son (present tense = continually) cleanses us from all sin." (1 Jn
1:7-note) Have you gone to fountain?

James Hamilton wisely wrote "You that have faith in the Fountain, frequent it. Beware of two errors which are very natural and very
disastrous. Beware of thinking any sin too great for it; beware of thinking any sin too small. There is not a sin so little but it may be
the germ of everlasting perdition; there is not a sin so enormous but a drop of atoning, blood will wash it away as utterly as if it were
drowned in the depths of the sea."

NET Note - This reference to the fountain opened up...to cleanse them from sin and impurity is anticipatory of the cleansing from
sin that lies at the heart of the NT gospel message (Ro 10:9-10; Titus 3:5).

Spurgeon on a fountain will be opened- What is this fountain that is said to be opened, and when and how was itopened? It is
a fountain opened to the house of David and its inhabitants for sin and uncleanness. The blessing here spoken of deals with the
greatest evils mankind is subject to—sin and uncleanness. We have all fallen; we have all proved our fall by our sinful practice; sin
has separated us from God and brought on us his divine wrath. Uncleanness, which is a tendency to continue in sin, prevents our
returning to our heavenly Father and entering into renewed fellowship with him. This great evil in its double form is, according to the
text, distinctly recognized by God. It is not winked at; it is not treated as a trifle that may remain. Yet we may be beloved by God and
be happy; preparation is made for evil’'s removal. The text does not say that the filthiness is concealed, that the transgression is
excused, but that there is a fountain opened for the effective removal of sin and uncleanness. In the gospel God never trifles with
human sin; we proclaim full, free, immediate forgiveness to the chief of sinners, but it is not in a way that makes us think sin is trivial
in God’s esteem. By the sacrifice of His Son, God renders it possible for Him to be merciful without being unjust (cf Ro 3:23-26). In
the substitution of Christ Jesus, we see justice and mercy peacefully embracing and conferring double honor on one another (cf Ps
85:10). (CSB Spurgeon Study Bible)

Spurgeon (Exposition) - They shall see that pardon when they have truly seen their sin. When once the foulness of their
transgression is perceived, then the fount, sin of cleansing shall be perceived, too. No man ever knows the preciousness of the God
given remedy till he has felt the force of the terrible disease. No one by faith plunges into the crystal fount of perfect cleansing
without first lamenting the filthiness which needs to be removed.

In his sermon on Zechariah 13:1 entitled The Open Fountain, C H Spurgeon has this introduction

We do not grudge to the seed of Israel after the flesh NOTE HE IS AFFIRMING ZECHARIAH IS WRITTEN
PRIMARILY TO THE NATION OF ISRAEL AND NOT THE CHURCH REPLACING ISRAEL! THANKFULLY
THIS GREAT PREACHER DID NOT ESPOUSE replacement theology!) the first application of this very
precious promise. There will be a day when those (JEWS) who have so long refused to acknowledge Jesus as
the Messias shall discern the marks of his mission, and shall mourn that they have pierced him. When the
tribes of Israel shall lament their sin with holy earnestness, there shall be no mourning to exceed it, they shall
weep even as in the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddo, when the well beloved Josiah was
slain (Zech 12:11-14-note). Discovering that their nation rejected the Son of God, when they crucified Jesus of
Nazareth their deeply religious spirit shall be filled with the utmost bitterness of repentance, and each man and
each woman shall cry for pardon to the Lord of mercy. Then, close upon the heels of the weeping shall come
the full and complete forgiveness; the transgression of the tribes shall be put away in one day; they shall
perceive that the very side which they pierced has yielded a fountain to cleanse them from their sin;
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joyfully shall they behold on Calvary the brazen serpent lifted up for their healing (Nu 21:9, Jn 3:14-15, Jn
12:32, 33), the Paschal Lamb slain for their redemption (1 Cor 5:7, John 1:29), the sin-offering sacrificed in
their stead. What a blessed day will that be when “all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall
come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.” (Ro 11:26-27-note) O that
you and | might live to see that happy era when all the Jewish race shall behold their Messiah; for then
shall the fullness of the Gentiles be gathered in (Ro 11:25-note). (AMEN AND AMEN!) Our history is
wrapped up with theirs. “Through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles. Now if the fall of them be the
riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fullness?
(Ro 11:12KJV-note)” (The Open Fountain)

Chambers has an interesting note on the image of a fountain in relation to other OT teachings - The reference appears to be to a
twofold usage in the Mosaic ritual; one, the sprinkling of the Levites at their consecration with “water of purifying,” lit., sin-water, i. e.,
for purification from sin (Nu 8:7), and the other the sprinkling of persons contaminated by contact with death, with the water prepared
from the ashes of the red heifer, called the water of uncleanness, i. e., which removed uncleanness. In both these cases the impurity
denoted the defilement of sin, and the outward purification was a symbol of the inward. So the water which flows from the fountain in
the text, is a water of sprinkling by which sin and uncleanness are removed. It does not need to be renewed from time to time, as
was the case with the Levitical waters, but issues from a living well-spring.

For sin and impurity - Sin is the "missing" and impurity the "mess", "the former having to do with lack of conformity to the divine
will and the latter with the condition or state of defilement brought about by any breach of the principles of holiness. One is more an
active expression of sin and the other a passive result. Here in the passage both have to do with the matter of idolatry and false
prophets. " (Merrill)

This promise in Zechariah 13:1 is paralleled in Ezekiel's prophecy where God promises

"l will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; | will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all
your idols" (Ezekiel 36:25-32-note).

Sprinkling in Ezekiel, a fountain in Zechariah. The purpose of the fountain being opened is for spiritual cleansing from sin and
uncleanness. Sin is uncleanness or impurity before the Lord. Praise God for the "open fountain" available to believers today, so that
we can have full assurance of full cleansing for "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." (1 Jn 1:9-note) When was the last time you specifically (not generally, but naming them one by
one) confessed your sins to Jehovah? We do well to note that the verb confess is in the present tense, calling for confession to be a
lifestyle, a habitual practice, a daily practice (for we sin daily , cf Mt 6:12-note), something that can only be empowered by the
indwelling Spirit Who convicts of sin (Jn 16:8).

Guzik - Our own works at reform or restitution can’t cleanse us; our past, present, or promised works can’t cleanse—only His
fountain! (Ed: A corollary message is "Don't TRY to do better (enabled by self)! Instead DIE to be better (enabled by the Spirit)" The
first is external and legalistic. The latter is internal and liberating! Be free in Christ!

Morgan - Sin and uncleanness must be put away. They cannot be excused, condoned, or compromised with. The foundations of the
throne of God are righteousness and justice.

Wiersbe - The Jews could cleanse their external ceremonial uncleanness by washing in water, but for internal cleansing the sinful
heart of men and women can be cleansed only by the blood of the Savior (Lev 16:30-note; Lev 17:11-note). “And He Himself is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world” (1 John 2:2-note, NKJV). (Be Heroic)

Sin (02403)(chattat/chattath) means wrong, iniquity, sin. Chattat, like it's NT counterpart (hamartia), means to miss or fall short of
the mark (see this literal meaning "Out of all these people 700 choice men were left-handed; each one could sling a stone at a hair
and not miss." Jdg 20:16-note), which ultimately is the will and plan of God as revealed in Scripture. The result of chattat/chattah is
that man misses the goal God has for him by failing to observe the requirements of holy living and thus falls short of spiritual
wholeness.

Zechariah alluded to this cleansing from sin and impurity earlier (Zech 3:1-10,3 = filthy garments in Hebrew literally excrement-
covered garments!), when Joshua the High Priest was cleansed of filthy robes as a symbol of Messiah’s end-time cleansing of
Israel. In other words in Zech 3:4 the removal of filthy garments by the angels (“who were standing before him”) depicted the
promised future forensic justification, the salvation of the nation (cf. Zech 3:9 where "stone" refers to Messiah; Zech 12:10-13:1; Ro
11:25-27).

Ezra returning from exile in Babylon to Jerusalem sums up Israel's impurity (niddah) writing

Now, our God, what shall we say after this? For we have forsaken Your commandments, which You have
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commanded by Your servants the prophets, saying, ‘The land (ISRAEL) which you (EZRA) are entering to
possess is an unclean (niddah) land with the uncleanness (niddah) of the peoples of the lands, with their
abominations (toebah) which have filled (Heb =male; Lxx = pimplemi) it from end to end and with their impurity
(tumah). (Ezra 9:10-11)

Impurity (uncleanness)(05079)(niddah from nadad = to retreat, stray) means filthiness and describes the condition of being

ceremonially impure and unsuitable for religious worship or service. Niddah refers first to a woman’s flow of blood during her
menstruation period (or childbirth), during which time she was considered impure and ritually unclean and had to be cleansed with
water (Lev 12:2, 5-note, Lev 15:19-20,26-note; Nu. 19:9; Ezek 18:6; 22:10). Everything on which a menstruous women might lie or
sit was pronounced ritually unclean (niddah). Niddah came to mean anything polluted, detestable, or unclean (Lev. 20:21note; Ezra
9:11; Lam. 1:17). The phrase hayah leniddah means to become a detestable thing (Ezek. 7:19-note). Ezekiel applies the word to the
menstrual period in his description of the righteous man who, among other things, does not have intercourse with a woman during
the time of her period (Ezk 18:6; 22:10) (a law dependent on Lev 18:19). See also Ezk 22:10.

Thomas McComiskey - Metaphorically, the concept of the ritual impurity of the menstrual period was used by Ezekiel to describe
the nature of Israel’s sin (36:17). Basic to the metaphorical use of the term is the concept of abhorrence inherent in the physical
origin of the term. It is used of useless currency cast into the streets like an abhorred thing (Ezk 7:19-20). It is applied to Israel’s
most heinous sins (Zech 13:1; Ezr 9:11; Il Chr 29:5).The word is used in the technical expression (IN AN ANTITHETICAL
SENSE) “water of impurity,” (mé nidda) a purifying water used in the ceremony of cleansing from the defilement of death (Nu 19:9,
13, 2021, 31:23). (TWOT)

Niddah - 29x in 24v - abhorrent(1), abhorrent thing(2), impurity(8), menstrual(1), menstrual impurity(7), menstrual period(1),
menstruation(2), menstruation*(1), period(1), time(1), unclean(1), unclean thing(1), uncleanness(2).

Lev. 12:2; Lev. 12:5; Lev. 15:19; Lev. 15:20; Lev. 15:24; Lev. 15:25; Lev. 15:26; Lev. 15:33; Lev. 18:19; Lev.
20:21; Num. 19:9; Num. 19:13; Num. 19:20; Num. 19:21; Num. 31:23; 2 Chr. 29:5; Ezr. 9:11; Lam. 1:17; Ezek.
7:19; Ezek. 7:20; Ezek. 18:6; Ezek. 22:10; Ezek. 36:17; Zech. 13:1

ADDENDUM - John Piper highly respected in reformed circles preached an interesting sermon in 1982 on Zechariah 13
entitled There Shall Be A Fountain Opened Here are quotes from that sermon

Here (Ro 11:12, 15) Israel is distinct from converted Gentiles and is promised a glorious future So a
few verses later, in Ro 11:25, 26, Paul says, "A hardening has come upon part of Israel until the full number of
the Gentiles comes in, and so all Israel will be saved." In the context of Romans 11:12, 15, it is unwarranted to
interpret "all Israel" here to mean anything other than corporate, ethnic Israel. So one of my guiding principles
in reading Old Testament prophecy about Israel is that there is a glorious future ahead, when Israel will repent,
turn to Christ, and be saved....

Finally we ask, for whom does this opened fountain provide cleansing? Who can read Zechariah and find
personal hope in it? The most obvious answer is the Jewish people. Even though they have displeased God
(1 Thessalonians 2:15) by rejecting his Son, their Messiah, to this day, God still promises mercy. He will one
day lift the veil off their minds (2 Corinthians 3:14), take away the hardening of their hearts (Romans 11:25),
and pour out a spirit of grace and supplication upon them, and they will turn to Jesus and confess him as Lord
and Christ. We may even be seeing the beginnings of that final outpouring in the contemporary messianic
Jewish movement. And we should pray for all our Jewish friends and associates, and speak to them with
boldness about Christ.

Now to be fair Piper does say "by faith in Christ Gentile believers become full partners in the promises made to Israel in the Old
Testament." So he does not go as far as dispensationalists who say ethnic Israel will receive the land promises. Nevertheless, he
clearly states Israel is distinct from converted Gentiles and is promised a glorious future

Steven Cole - You've been working out in the yard on a hot summer day. Your sweaty body has attracted the dirt like a magnet.
You’re caked with grime. You need to attend a wedding that afternoon, so you go inside, put on your best clean clothes, and head
out the door. Wait a minute! What's missing? A shower! Nobody would just change clothes without first washing off the dirt and
sweat. When you’re hot and dirty, nothing feels better than a shower. This physical picture has a spiritual analogy, but there’s a
difference. The entire human race reeks of sin in the presence of the holy God. But because we all smell the same, we tend not to
notice how foul we really smell. Many go their entire lives without sensing their need for cleansing from sin. Others may think that
their good works cover the foul odor of their sin, and so they put on their clean clothes without showering. But the Bible has great
news: God has graciously provided a fountain for sinners to be cleansed so that they may become His holy people.
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That's the message of Zechariah 13, which is closely connected with chapter 12. We saw there how God promised to save His
people according to His purpose. The primary interpretation of these verses is with reference to the Jews (“the house of David and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem,” Zechariah 12:10; 13:1). God promises to pour out on them “the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so
that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son” (Zech 12:10). When
Zech 13:1 begins, “In that day,” it refers to that day of great mourning in Jerusalem (Zech 12:11). Just prior to the second coming of
Jesus Christ, God will pour out His Spirit on the Jews, so that, as Paul puts it, “all Israel will be saved” (Rom. 11:26). But since the
Gentiles have now been made partakers of the New Covenant through the gospel (Ro 11:12-24; 15:8-12), the promises of
Zechariah 12 & 13 apply to all people. For us, as well as for the Jews, God has opened a fountain for sin and for impurity. Everyone
who is dirty and defiled by sin may come to God’s fountain for cleansing. Zechariah 13 makes four points:

1. We all need God’s fountain to cleanse us from sin and impurity (Zech 13:1).

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Ro 3:23). If we compare ourselves with ourselves, we may conclude that we're
not very dirty: “I'm cleaner than the criminals in prison. I'm cleaner than the people who hang out in bars. I'm cleaner than my
neighbor who doesn’t go to church. I'm cleaner than my family members, who have numerous faults that | could tell you about. I'm
cleaner than those hypocrites who go to my church. Sure, I've got my faults, but I'm not filthy!” But then, like Isaiah, we get a glimpse
of the Lord, high and lifted up, and of the holy angels who never cease proclaiming, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts,” and
instantly we cry out, “I am undone!” One of the first evidences that God’s Spirit is at work in your heart is that you recognize your
sinfulness in the presence of the holy God and your need for cleansing. Note three things about God'’s fountain:

A. God’s fountain stems from His grace.

Israel pierced the Messiah whom God sent to save them (Zech 12:10)! They did not deserve His mercy or forgiveness, but God
graciously provided a fountain to cleanse from sin and impurity. The Hebrew word for “sin” comes from a root meaning, “to miss”
(Merrill Unger, Zechariah: Prophet of God’s Glory [Zondervanj p. 222). It is used of sins against other people and of sins against
God. The word for “impurity” designates “that which is to be fled from or shunned” (ibid.). It was used of the ceremonial defilement of
women on their menstrual cycle and of the defilement that came from touching a dead body. Together these words show that we all
have missed God’s standard of holiness in our relationships with Him and with one another. And, our sins are repugnant and
offensive to God. To try to cover our sins with our good works would be like putting on clean clothes over a filthy body. If we are to
be forgiven and cleansed, it can only come through God’s undeserved favor, His grace. Augustus Toplady put it this way in his
hymn, “Rock of Ages”:

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee;

Let the water and the blood,

From Thy wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,

Save from wrath and make me pure.

Not the labor of my hands

Can fulfill Thy law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,

All for sin could not atone;

Thou must save, and Thou alone.

Nothing in my hand | bring,
Simply to Thy cross | cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, | to the fountain fly;
Wash me, Savior, or | die.

While | draw this fleeting breath,
When my eyes shall close in death,
When | soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne.
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee.

B. God’s fountain is inexhaustible.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gM7gt_cSxjw

We don't often see natural fountains or springs in dry Northern Arizona, but there is an impressive one at Fossil Springs. As | recall,
it pours forth over a million gallons of water every day, feeding Fossil Creek. A fountain like that is fed from huge underground
aquifers, so that it keeps flowing, even in times of drought. That is a picture of God’s inexhaustible fountain for sin and for impurity. It
flows and flows and flows. God has grace greater than all of our sins! You may be thinking, “But you don’t know how terrible some of
my past sins were!” True, but God does know, and He opened this fountain for sin and for impurity. That fountain cleansed the sins
of David, an adulterer and murderer. It cleansed the sins of wicked King Manasseh, who practiced witchcraft, offered his sons in the
fire to false gods, and led Judah into horrible sin. It cleansed the sins of the chief of sinners, who described himself as “a
blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor.” But he went on to say, “the grace of our Lord was more than abundant” (1
Tim. 1:13-15, italics mine). That same inexhaustible grace is available to you.

Charles Spurgeon (“The Open Fountain.” Zechariah 13:1) points out that it would be ludicrous for someone to protest, “| can’t bathe
because | am too filthy!” It would be equally ridiculous to say, “I need to clean up myself before | come to this fountain!” God
provides the fountain to cleanse the most foul, dirty, defiled sinners. Their dirt can never pollute this fountain, because it just keeps
on flowing to wash away all of our filth.

C. God’s fountain must be applied individually.

This fountain won’t do you any good if you look at it and think, “I wish my wife and kids would get under that water!” It won’t do you
any good to stand there and think, “It probably would be refreshing to plunge in.” To receive the benefit of God’s fountain, you must
look to Jesus and recognize that your sins put Him on the cross. As God’s Spirit opens your eyes to your true guilt before Him, you
will mourn. But don’t stop there! Let that mourning motivate you to jump into God’s fountain. You've got to apply it individually to your
heart. The instant that you do, you will know the joy of God’s forgiveness.

| like the outdoors, but I'm not a true outdoorsman, because | can’t stand to go for days without a shower. True outdoorsmen can
hike for days with a heavy pack, sweating in the same underwear without taking a shower. Some of them are hearty enough to jump
in a snow-fed stream to wash off, and I've done that when | was desperate. But I'm only good for a night or two in the backcountry
before | am desperate for a warm shower.

To enter a relationship with the holy God, we must come to His fountain to cleanse us from our sins. And, we should take frequent
showers to wash off the defilement of the sins that we commit after salvation. As 1 John 1:9 promises, “If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Come often to God’s fountain! (Zechariah

13:1-9 God's Fountain for Cleansing)

William Cowper’s famous hymn, “There is a fountain filled with blood" is based on Zechariah 13:1 Olney Hymns, by William
Cowper,

There is a fountain fill'd with blood
Drawn from Emmanuel's veins;

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.

The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day;
And there have I, as vile as he,
Wash'd all my sins away.

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,

Till all the ransom'd church of God
Be saved, to sin no more.

E'er since, by faith, | saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till | die.

Then in a nobler, sweeter song,

I'll sing Thy power to save;

When this poor lisping, stammering tongue
Lies silent in the grave.
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Lord | believe Thou hast prepared
(Unworthy though | be)

For me a blood-bought free reward,
A golden harp for me!

"Tis strung and tuned for endless years,
And form'd by power divine,

To sound in God the Father's ears

No other name but Thine.

One of my favorite hymns by Charles Wesley is Arise My Soul, Arise (or this beautiful more traditional version) which speaks of
the cleansing power of the fountain from Emmanuel's veins

Arise, my soul, arise;

shake off thy guilty fears;

the bleeding Sacrifice

in my behalf appears:

before the throne my Surety stands,
before the throne my Surety stands:
my name is written on His hands.

2 He ever lives above,

for me to intercede,

His all-redeeming love,

His precious blood to plead;

His blood atoned for all our race,

His blood atoned for all our race,

and sprinkles now the throne of grace.

3 Five bleeding wounds He bears,
received on Calvary;

they pour effectual pray'rs,

they strongly plead for me:
"Forgive him, O forgive," they cry,
"Forgive him, O forgive," they cry,
"Nor let that ransomed sinner die!"

4 The Father hears Him pray,

His dear anointed One;

He cannot turn away

the presence of his Son;

His Spirit answers to the blood,
His Spirit answers to the blood,
and tells me | am born of God.

5 My God is reconciled;

His pard'ning voice | hear;

He owns me for His child;

| can no longer fear;

with confidence | now draw nigh,
with confidence | now draw nigh,
and, "Father, Abba, Father," cry.

Ira Sankey records the following account of the amazing power of the Gospel as articulated in Wesley's words inArise My Soul,
Arise:(O, for hymns so richly laden with Gospel truth in the modern church, so rich that men and women are saved even by singing
the words!)...

First published in 1742 under the title, “Behold the Man,” this became one of the most useful of Charles
Wesley’s numerous hymns. In universal use in English countries, and translated into many languages, it has
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been the direct instrumentality in the conversion of thousands of souls. It has found expression in the exultant
cry on the lips of many a dying saint.

“I have a record,” said a Wesleyan missionary laboring in the West Indies, “of two hundred persons, young and
old, who received the most direct evidence of the forgiveness of their sins while singing “Arise, my soul.” The
conversion of the greater number of these persons took place while | was a missionary abroad.” (from Story of

Gospel Hymns by Ira Sankey, 1907)

Zechariah 13:2 "It will come about in that day," declares the LORD of hosts, "that | will cut off the names of the idols from
the land, and they will no longer be remembered; and | will also remove the prophets and the unclean spirit from the land.

= | will cut off the names of the idols from the land Ex 22:13 De 12:3 Jos 23:7 Ps 16:4 Isa 2:18,20 Eze 30:13 36:25 Eze
37:23 Ho 2:17 14:8 Mic 5:12-14 Zep 1:3,4 2:11

= | will also remove the prophets: 1Ki 22:22 Jer 8:10-12 23:14,15 29:23 Eze 13:12-16,23 14:9 Mic 2:11 Mt 7:15 2Co 11:13-15
2Pe 2:1-3,15-19 1Jn 4:1,2 Rev 19:20

= the unclean spirit from the land: Mt 12:43 Lu 11:20 Rev 16:13,14 18:2 20:1-3

THE LAND PURGED OF
IDOLS AND FALSE PROPHETS

It will come aboutin that day," declares the LORD of hosts - That day is the Day of the Lord, specifically that aspect known
as the Great Tribulation (Begins - Mt 24:15-note, named - Mt 24:21-note) which the prophet Jeremiah called the Time of Jacob's
Distress (Jeremiah 30:7-note) and the prophet Daniel called "a time of distress" (Da 12:1note). And that day in context speaks of
the beginning of Messiah's Millennial reign at which time any and all usurpers to God's rightful role as Sole Supreme
Sovereign (idols and false prophets) will be completely eliminated

Declares the LORD of hosts - God said it, that settles it! Jehovah Sabaoth, LORD of hosts (of armies) is God’s Name for man’s
extremity, those times when we have reached our end, finding ourselves impotent, in turmoil, embroiled in real spiritual warfare
(which by the way we are always in whether we realize it or not!) and with no other source of help (cpJehovah Ezer: The LORD our
Helper). So meditate deeply on the truths revealed in the magnificent, sufficient Name of Jehovah Sabaoth and you will find that
you will be enabled to "Stand firm (aarist imperative) therefore, having girded your loins with truth" regarding the LORD of hosts (Eph
6:14- note)

Zechariah had spoken of the spiritual havoc spread by the idols and purveyors of lies in Zech 10:2 - "For theteraphim speak iniquity,
And the diviners see lying visions and tell false dreams; They comfort in vain. Therefore the people wander like sheep, They are
afflicted, because there is no shepherd.” But now in the Millennium the Jews will have the Good Shepherd.

Criswell points out that "ldolatry disappeared during the Babylonian captivity, but will be revived during the Tribulation (Da 9:27;
11:31; Mt. 24:15; 2 Th. 2:4; Rev. 13:4, 11-18)." (Believer's Study Bible)

McComiskey on the significance of even cutting off the names of the idols - The “name” of an idol is what gives cognitive reality
and identity to it, transforming even a rude pillar into an object that the mind invests with spiritual reality and energy. An image is not
a representative of deity until the mind designates it as such. Thus, the reference to the erasing of the idols’ names from the
memories of the people shows that it is this cognitive value that the text envisions. Once an object bore the name of a god, it took on
a spiritual energy that could affect human consciousness and society in general. In this way, early Israel’s toleration of idols led to
societal decay (see the Exposition of Hos. 2:19). (The Minor Prophets)

Eugene Merrill - As part and parcel of the cleansing—indeed, as its manifestation—is the cutting off of the very names of the idols
that Israel and Judah had embraced so frequently in the course of their history. The verb “to cut off” (n22, karath) is particularly
poignant here because it is the technical term used to describe the making of a covenant (n12 na, karat bérit), that is, “to cut a
covenant.” Israel had broken the covenant time and time again, particularly in the worship of other gods in idolatry. Now YHWH has
restored the covenant relationship and will “cut off” the names of the idols. This means not only to do away with them by some
destructive act such as that of Elijah on Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18:38—40), but to remove their very remembrance from the minds
and hearts of the people (Zech 13:2; cf. Hos. 2:19).(Exegetical Commentary)

That | will cut off the names of the idols from the land and they will no longer be remembered- The NIV is a bit mild in
translating this as banish. The verb is more literally to Cut off means that God will utterly destroy (the meaning of the verb
exolethreuo used in the Septuagint to translate "cut off") all idolatry when He returns as Israel's Deliverer (Ro 11:26-ote). Notice
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not only will He destroy the actual physical idols but even their names, so that they won't even be able to remember the names of
the idols! That's what I call a divine "clean sweep!" purging the minds of men so that they will not even be able to recall these names,
but rather will recall only the Name of Jesus, the Name above every name (Php 2:9-11) and worship Him alone in the glorious
Millennium. Compare Hosea 2:17. Notice the "I will" indicating it is God Himself Who will eradicate the idols even has He had
predicted in Micah (circa 750-686 B.C) even before the exile to Babylon...

“I will cut off (karath = same verb as Zech 13:2) your carved images And your sacred pillars from among you,
So that you will no longer bow down To the work of your hands. 14 “I will root out (THINK OF WEEDS YOU
CAN ONLY ERADICATE BY PULLING UP THEIR ROQTS!) your Asherim from among you And destroy your
cities. (Micah 5:13-14-note)

Comment: This prophecy speaks of the coming Messianic Kingdom (Micah 5:4ffnote where "He" =
Messiah) and thus directly parallels Zechariah's prophecy.

The phrase cut off the names speaks of complete and utter destruction much like happened to Achan in Joshua 7 when not only
was he cut off because of his sin (Joshua 7:20-21) but his entire family was eliminated with him, so that there was no one to carry on
his name. His name was forever completely cut off! (Joshua 7:24-25) and they placed a heap of stones and named it the valley of
Achor so that Israel would not forget (Josh 7:26)! That's the idea in this passage!

God's point is clear and reiterates His words of Isaiah 44:6 "Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, theLORD of
hosts: ‘| am the first and | am the last, And there is no God besides Me." The Millennial Kingdom will have One God and give no
place to sham gods.

Wiersbe adds "But not only will their hearts be cleansed, but the land itself will be purged of all that is deceitful and defiling. The
idols and the false prophets—two of Israel’s besetting sins—will be removed, as well as the very “unclean spirit” that caused people
to turn from God. (See Zech. 5:5-11.) (Be Heroic)

Guzik has an interesting comment - When you see the gaudy and ornate shrines that supposedly mark holy sites in Israel today, you
see that idolatry is still alive and well in the Holy Land. God promises to cleanse the land from such idolatry completely.

Spurgeon - Where there is pardon, there is sure to be sanctification. The idols must fall, and the false prophets must go. We cannot
have our sins and have a Saviour too. If we have Christ to blot out our sin, we must have the same Christ to remove sin as to its
authority, and power, and dominion over us.

Cut off (destroy) (03772)(karath) literally means to cut, to cut off or to sever an object from its source or cut into parts and implies a
violent action. For example, Zipporah "cut off her son’s foreskin." (Ex 4:25) or the Jews "cut down a branch with a single cluster of
grapes." (Nu 13:2-24, cf Dt 19:5, 20:19-20, Jdg 9:48-49, 1Sa 5:4, 17:51, 24:4-5,11, 31:9, 2Sa 10:4, 2Sa 20:22) In another literal use
as punishment to Israel for breaking the Mosaic covenant (cf Dt 29:25, 31:16), God says He will "cut down (karath) your incense
altars” (Lev 26:30, cf Jdg 6:25-26, cf 1Sa 28:9). A sacrificial animal was not to be offered if it was "cut" (karath) (Lev 22:24).

We can gain a good sense of the severity of this word by noting that the verbkarath is used often in the OT for cutting a covenant,

which was in fact often instituted by cutting an animal in two and the covenant partners walking between the animals indicating "May
God do so to me if | do not keep this covenant." We see this for example in Jer 34:18-20

| will give the men who have transgressed My covenant, who have not fulfilled the words of the covenant
which they made (karath) before Me, when they cut (karath) the calf in two and passed between its parts
(Jer 34:15)— 19 the officials of Judah and the officials of Jerusalem, the court officers and the priests and all
the people of the land who passed between the parts of the calf— 20 | will give them into the hand of their
enemies and into the hand of those who seek their life. And their dead bodies will be food for the birds of the
sky and the beasts of the earth.

Karath is translated here in the Septuagint with the verb exolethreuo which means to to eliminate by destruction, to utterly destroy,
root out, completely cut off (e.g., Acts 3:23).

George Klein makes an excellent point writing that "The word choice offers a not so subtle irony for Zechariah’s audience. The
common English expression, “the sword cuts both ways,” touches the point of the irony. The ‘cut’ that established the Lord’s
gracious covenant with his people would also “cut off’ everyone who rejected the holiness of the God who had ‘tut” a covenant
with Israel (Lev 7:20; Nu 9:13; Isa 9:14). Zechariah leaves no room for doubt concerning who will conduct this purge—the Lord
himself will complete the task." (New American Commentary - Zechariah)

Idols (06091)(atsab from atsab = to shape, fashion, only in Job 10:8, Jer 44:19) is a masculine noun always in the plural in the OT
"idols" and It always refers to a false god represented by an idol or image. Notice the origin is the verb ‘asab, meaning to form or
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fashion, and emphasizes the fact that these idols (so-called "gods") were formed by human hands ("man-made gods" so to speak!
Woe!). Atsab can allude to idols in general (Hos. 4:17); idols of silver (Hos. 13:2); or idols of gold and silver (Hos. 8:4).
Atsab appears in parallel with massékah, meaning a molten image (Hos. 13:2); and gillil, meaning idols (Jer. 50:2).

Second Chronicles gives a statement of the relationship of the Chosen People toidols -

"They abandoned the house of the LORD, the God of their fathers, and served (Lxx =douleuo in the imperfect
tense = over and over, again and again! = NOTICE THEY DID NOT JUST "WORSHIP" THEM BUT WERE
SERVANTS TO THEM - IDOLS WERE THEIR "MASTERS!") the Asherim and the idols (atsab); so wrath
came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this their guilt."19 Yet He sent prophets to them to bring them back to the
LORD; though they testified against them, they would not listen. 20 Then the Spirit of God came on Zechariah
the son of Jehoiada the priest (not to be confused with Zechariah, son of Berechiah Zec 1:1; Mt 23:35]; and he
stood above the people and said to them, “Thus God has said, ‘Why do you transgress the commandments of
the LORD and do not prosper? Because you have forsaken the LORD, He has also forsaken you.” (2 Chr
24:18-20)

Hosea writes

And now they sin more and more, And make for themselves molten images,ldols (atsab; Lxx =
eidolon) skillfully made from their silver, All of them the work of craftsmen. They say of them, “Let the men who
sacrifice kiss the calves!” (Hos. 13:2)

Atsab - 17xin 17v - idols(13), images(4).

1 Sam. 31:9; 2 Sam. 5:21; 1 Chr. 10:9; 2 Chr. 24:18; Ps. 106:36; Ps. 106:38; Ps. 115:4; Ps. 135:15; Isa. 10:11;
Isa. 46:1; Jer. 50:2; Hos. 4:17; Hos. 8:4; Hos. 13:2; Hos. 14:8; Mic. 1:7; Zech. 13:2

And | will also remove the prophets and the unclean spirit from the land- | will = God's sovereignty, authority and omnipotence
are reiterated once again (6x in 3v - Zech 13:2, 7, 9). Notice it does not call them "false prophets" but the contextual associations
(idols, unclean spirit) make it clear that they are false and the Lxx translates the Hebrew word nabi (prophet) with pseudoprophetes
or false prophets (plural). There will be no need for prophecy for God's revelation will have been completed. This "external”
cleansing of impurity from the land would match the "internal" cleansing of the Jews who would be inhabiting the land. It would be an
almost "Eden-like" clean start in the Millennium.

Eugene Merrill elaborates on the unclean spirit - they are not motivated by the spirit of YHWH but by an “unclean spirit,” unclean
both because of its inherent nature as demonic and because it inspires the prophets to proclaim lies and other misleading and
unclean speech. A classic illustration of this combination of a false prophet and an unclean spirit occurs in the heavenly scene
described by the prophet Micaiah (1 Ki 22:19-23) who tells Ahab and Jehoshaphat that he saw YHWH surrounded by His royal
court and seeking their counsel as to how to confound Ahab. Finally a “lying spirit” (n10 1j7¥, rlah Seqger) volunteers to inspire
Ahab’s prophets to advise him to go to battle and to assure him of victory. According to Jdg 9:23 God sent an “evil spirit” nin ny2,
rah ra’a) between Abimelech and the Shechemites. lts task was to cause the Shechemites to become traitorous toward Abimelech
and turn on him. An “evil spirit” (also ra’a) from YHWH also came upon Saul once the spirit of YHWH had left him (1 Sa 16:14). This
spirit terrified him and could be controlled only when David played soothing music on his harp (1 Sa 16:23). Though not involving
prophesying in these cases, the notion of harmful, evil spirits is very much at home in the OT. It is in light of the ultimate
sovereignty of YHWH over all creation, including the spirit world, that these instances must be understood. Though not the source of
the wickedness that these unclean spirits purvey, YHWH could and did release them to accomplish His own mysterious purposes of
judgment and discipline. Even Satan, the epitome of the evil spirits, could become a servant of YHWH, testing and evaluating the
character of godly Job (Job 1:6—12; cf. 1 Chr 21:1). It is evident, then, that the unclean spirit of our passage is a spirit inspiring the
false prophets who prophesy lies in the name of YHWH. He allows them to carry out their pernicious ministry, but when the time of
repentance and renewal comes, He banishes them from the land (Zech 13:2). If any persists in prophesying (clearly as a false
prophet, as Zech 13:3 shows), the ancient Mosaic penalty must be brought to bear: his father and mother must put him to death (Dt.
13:6—11; cf. Dt 18:20—22). Though the penalty of Deuteronomy is in immediate connection with false prophets who urge the people
to follow other gods (Dt. 13:1-5), those who speak lies in YHWH’s name are subject to the same judgment (Dt. 18:20). (Exegetical
Commentary)

The unclean spirit - This phrase is found 23 times in the Scripture but this is the only OT use. Remembering that this is a prophecy
of the end times, we find that the phrase unclean spirit is found in Rev 16:13 and in Rev 18:2 so certainly they will be present in the
last days. The implication is that they are in the land. In any event they will not last long in the the land because God will remove
(Heb = abar; Lxx = exairo = to remove someone from a group, drive away)them.

Unclean spirit recalls Paul's teaching to the church at Corinth on the nature of idolatry and relationship to demons (unclean
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